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History Whilst learning about the Maya, year 6 will undertake an in-
depth study of a non-European society that provides contrasts 
with British history.  
By the end of the autumn term, children will; 

• have developed a chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of world history 

• be able to explain the main periods of the Maya 
civilization 

• have addressed and sometimes devised historically valid 
questions about change, cause, similarity and 
difference and significance 

• be able to explain how the Maya civilization ended and 
are aware that Maya people still live in Mesoamerica 

• have developed an understanding of how our knowledge 
of the past is constructed from a range of sources  

• be able to work out what historical evidence tells us 
about the Maya 

 

English  This term, we will be planning, drafting and writing; explanation 
texts and non-chronological reports about the fascinating Maya. 
Whilst learning about the development of this civilisation, year 6 
will have the opportunity to participate in; discussions, 
presentations, performances, role-play, improvisations and 
debates. 
We will be reading a range of books linked to our theme. In 
addition to these publications, we will study Danny the 
Champion of the World. These texts will help us to improve our 
grammar, spelling and punctuation.  
 

Mathematics  Embracing the logical nature of maths, we will continue to use 
the Big Maths teaching method. CLIC will be used daily to 
continue our acquisition of the basic skills of mathematics. Real-
life maths problems will be incorporated into these 20 minute 
sessions. These worded scenarios will ask children to solve 
problems that attempt to mimic real-life. SAFE sessions will be 
used to deliver a large amount of curriculum content including; 
shape, amounts, fractions and explaining data.  
Linking to our topic, we will learn about the Maya numerals and 
their maths and calendar systems. This will include finding out 
about the Dresden Codex. 
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Science  Linking to our topic, science this term will focus on materials. 
We will start by thinking about the types of materials the Maya 
might have had available to make objects out of. We will then 
make predictions about which materials would be used for 
certain types of objects. Thinking about which materials would 
rot and which would survive, year 6 will plot an experiment to 
test what rots and what doesn't. 
 

Geography In geography, we will research the location and environment 
where the Maya lived. We will also use atlases and online 
mapping to explore a region and identify the physical and human 
geographical features of it. By the end of the autumn term, 
children will be able to; 

• describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including; climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes and the water cycle 

• describe and understand key aspects of human 
geography, including; types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

• present the human and physical features using a range 
of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs 
and digital technologies 

 

Art & Design technology We will gain an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, 
craft and design whilst studying the Maya. After learning about 
the syllable glyphs, year 6 will draw words using hieroglyphs. 
This learning will result in us creating a hieroglyph stairway and 
designing a school emblem glyph. We will also have the 
opportunity to design, paint and make a class Maya codex on 
'tree bark'. 
After studying the features and ceremonies of the temple-
pyramids and palaces of the Maya, year 6 will construct a 
building out of clay. 
 

Music 
 

By the end of this topic, we will have developed a greater 
understanding of the importance of music in the Maya culture 
and in their relationship with the gods.  
During the Christmas play, we will perform in groups using voices 
and instruments with increasing accuracy, control and 
expression. 
 

RE  Linking to our topic, year 6 will explore the famous creation 
story of the Hero Twins and the Lords of the Underworld. We 
will also have the opportunity to replicate Maya ceremonies and 
celebrations. 
 

PE  In PE, we will be working with Mr Moy during the autumn term. 
Every other week, we will receive rugby coaching from ASA. In 
these sessions, we will learn how to gain possession confidently 
and apply attacking and defending skills. Applying an 
understanding of rules and tactics will be required whilst 
officiating each other’s games. Year 6 will have the opportunity 
to learn about the ball game Pok-ta-Pok and understand its ritual 
importance for the Maya. 
 

PSHCE  We will continue using Jigsaw which brings together; PSHE 
education, emotional literacy, social skills and spiritual 
development in a weekly session. 
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